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He that hath My commandments, and 

keepeth them, he it is that loveth Me: and he 
that loveth Me shall be loved of My Father, 
and I will love him, and will manifest Myself 
to him. John 14:21  

MAY this intimate communion and 

fellowship with Christ impart to us each 
more and more of His own Spirit, so that the 
world may take knowledge of us, that we 
have "been with Jesus;" and let the prayer of 
each be,  

"Lord Jesus, make Thyself to me  
A living, bright reality!  

More real to faith's vision keen,  
Than any earthly object seen;  
More dear, more intimately nigh,  
Than e'en the sweetest earthly tie."  

 
Z.'95-75 R1789:5  

------------------------------ 
 

(Joh 14:21 KJV) “He that hath my com-
mandments, and keepeth them, he it is that 
loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be 
loved of my Father, and I will love him, and 
will manifest myself to him.” 
 
R1570 "My children, whom I am bearing 
again, till Christ be formed in you" [Gal. 
4:19] …Paul feared, and had reason to fear, 
that the Galatian Christians had not yet 
come to this condition of established char-
acter—that the Christ life was not yet defi-
nitely formed in them. He said, "I am afraid 
of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labor 
in vain" (Gal. 4:11); for already they were 
giving heed to seducing teachers and depart-
ing from the faith, showing that they were 
not established in the Truth, and conse-
quently not established in the spirit of the 
Truth, which is the spirit of Christ, and 
hence that Christ was not yet formed in 
them.—Verse 19. 

Alas, how often we see among those 
who bear the name of Christ, and who have 
truly received the spirit of adoption as sons 
of God, that Christ is not yet formed in 
them: that they have not yet reached that 
degree of development which manifests a 
distinct spiritual individuality. They depend 
largely upon the spiritual life of others, and 
if their spiritual life declines these depend-
ent ones suffer a similar decline; if they go 
into error, these follow, as did many of 
those Galatian Christians to whom Paul 
wrote. How is it, beloved, in your several 
cases? Apply the question to yourselves—Is 
Christ formed in you so fully that none of 
these things move you? that, however they 
may grieve you at heart, they cannot affect 
your spiritual life?… 

Jesus said, "He that hath my com-
mandments and keepeth them...shall be 
loved of my Father, and I will love him, and 
will manifest myself to him; ...and we will 
come unto him and make our abode with 
him" (John 14:21,23)…Notice that this 
promise of the abiding presence of the Fa-
ther and the Son is to those who have and 
keep the commandments of the Lord Je-
sus. Those, therefore, who ignore the Word 
of the Lord and have not his command-
ments—who do not know what they are, 
and hence cannot keep them, but who 
hearken to the voice of their own imagina-
tion and note all the changing states of their 
own feelings, mistaking them for the voice 
of the Lord, and following the impressions 
arising from this source, instead of the 
commandments or teachings of the Lord… 

Every true child of God has respect to 
the commandments of God: he searches the 
Scriptures that he may know them, and is 
not left in ignorance of them; and, learning 
them, he endeavors to keep them, and the 
abiding presence of the Father and the Son 
is with all such so long as they continue to 
hold and to keep (obey) his command-
ments—to hold the truth in righteousness. 

To have the truth and to keep it is not 
merely to accept it on the recommendation 
of some friend, and because it gives some 

comfort and costs nothing, and to hold it 
until some other presumed friend dazzles 
the unsettled mind with some fanciful theo-
ry. The promise of the abiding presence of 
the Father and the Son is not to such. Christ 
is not in them; Christ is in the humble and 
sincere ones. He and the Father love and 
abide with them. 

Let us endeavor to have more and more 
of the mind, the spirit of God—to have his 
word abide in us richly (John 15:7; Col. 
3:16)—to have and to keep his command-
ments, that the abiding presence of the Fa-
ther and the Son may be with us; and that, 
realizing that the Christ character and life 
are definitely formed in us, the hope of glo-
ry may be ours; for our Lord said, "Not 
every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but 
he that doeth the will of my Father which is 
in heaven." (Matt. 7:21.) How careful then 
should we be in seeking both to know and to 
do the will of God.” 
 
(Luk 6:46 KJV) “And why call ye me, Lord, 
Lord, and do not the things which I say?” 
 
(Mat 7:21 KJV) “Not every one that saith 
unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the 
will of my Father which is in heaven.” 
 
R1823 “If our hearts are humble, earnest 
and true; if our delight is in the Lord and his 
truth; if our actions are guided by the noble 
principles of truth and righteousness; and if 
our candid, thoughtful endeavor is always to 
find the purest principles and the exact truth 
to the end that we may conform our lives 
thereto, then indeed the Lord will be pleased 
to dwell with us and to manifest himself to 
us…John 14:21” 
 
(Joh 14:15 KJV) “If ye love me, keep my 
commandments.” 
 
R5082 "Finally it is important that we should 
keep in mind the fact that since true love on 
our part will manifest itself in obedience, 
then disobedience is an evidence of a loss of 
love, as viewed from the Lord's standpoint, a 
deflection from loyalty, a failure to endure 
the tests… The Lord has made provision 
against our ignorance: first, He has given us 
the Word of Truth, "that the man of God 
may be perfect [perfectly informed], thor-
oughly furnished unto all good works"; and 
second, He has promised to supply such 
helps to the spirit of holiness and the under-
standing of His Word, as will enable us to 
do what is pleasing in His sight.—2 Tim. 
3:17; John 16:13,14. 

Love is the crown of all graces, "the 
fulfilling of the Law." Without a fervent, 
glowing love, it will be impossible to render 
obedience or to stand the tests for develop-
ment and crystallization of character ar-
ranged for by Divine Love. Our Lord tells 
us that He was beloved of the Father; and 
the Father Himself declared, "This is My 
beloved Son." We can readily see why 

our Lord Jesus was greatly beloved, for He 
expressed and fully manifested the Father's 
love. But it astounds us to know that this 
same love is exercised by the Father to-
ward us!  "Behold what manner of love the 
Father hath bestowed upon us, that we 
should be called the sons of God!" "The 
Father Himself loveth you"!—I John 
3:1; John 16:27. 

LOVING OBEDIENCE BRINGS  
JOY AND PEACE 

Let us, dearly beloved, be more than 
ever careful respecting the Word of the 
Lord; let us not by negligence give evidence 
of a decay of love. Our Lord points out that 
His continuance in the Father's love, as the 
well-beloved Son, with all which this im-
plies, was because of His obedience to the 
Father's will; and that following the same 
line, He must require that we should be 
obedient to Him if we would abide in 
His love and share His Throne and glory.—
John 15:10.” 
 
(Joh 14:23 KJV) “Jesus answered and said 
unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my 
words: and my Father will love him, and we 
will come unto him, and make our abode 
with him.” 

 
R5082 “Our Lord's instructions and com-
mandments are not intended to terrify us, nor 
to deprive us of happiness. On the contrary, 
"These things have I spoken unto you that My 
joy may be in you, and that your joy might be 
filled full." (John 15:11) Those who give 
surest evidence of living nearest the Lord 
well know that obedience to the Lord's 
words, together with the privilege thus ob-
tained of abiding in Him and His love, is the 
greatest joy, a joy which wholly outweighs 
all the trifling pleasures which the world has 
to offer. It is the joy and peace which 
"passeth all understanding," which rules in 
the heart, and which brings with it the prom-
ise, the assurance, "not only of the life which 
now is, but also of that which is to come."--`I 
Tim. 4:8`." 

 
R1865 “Tempest-tossed and tried, how 
much we need our Father's care and the 
comfort and consolation which his presence 
and sympathy realized imparts. And have 
not all the meek and contrite in heart the 
promise not only of the occasional attentive 
hearing, but of the abiding presence of both 
the Father and the Son, our Lord Je-
sus? Jesus said, "He that hath my com-
mandments and keepeth them, he it is that 
loveth me; and he that loveth me shall be 
loved of my Father, and I will love him, and 
will manifest myself to him. Judas—not 
Iscariot—saith unto him, Lord, how is it that 
thou wilt manifest thyself unto us and not 
unto the world? Jesus answered and said 
unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my 
words, and my Father will love him, and we 
will come unto him, and make our abode 
with him."—John 14:21-23. 

The thought which this promise of the 
abiding presence of the Father and Son con-



veys to our minds is that their thought and 
care and interest will be constantly upon us, 
and that at any instant we may engage the 
special attention of either or both. The same 
idea is also conveyed by the words of the 
Apostle Peter (1 Pet. 3:12)—"For the eyes 
of the Lord are over the righteous, and his 
ears are open unto their prayers." And we 
are urged to be "instant in prayer," to "pray 
always, and not to faint," to "pray without 
ceasing;" for "Like as a Father pitieth his 
children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear 
him; for he knoweth our frame, he remem-
bereth that we are dust." "As the heaven is 
high above the earth, so great is his mercy 
toward them that fear him," and "As far as 
the east is from the west, so far hath he re-
moved our transgressions from us." Yea, 
"the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting 
to everlasting upon them that fear him, and 
his righteousness unto children's children, to 
such as keep his covenant and to those that 
remember his commandments to do them." 
—Rom. 12:12; Luke 18:1; 1 Thes. 5:17; 
Psa. 103:13,14,11,12,17,18. 

We cannot come too often, then, to the 
throne of the heavenly grace, if we are of 
those who can claim the abiding presence of 
the Father and the Son—if we are of them 
that love him and keep his commandments 
and who recognize the Lord Jesus as the 
only way of access to the Father. And even 
"if any man sin"—be overtaken in a fault—
so that from his outward conduct he might 
be judged as not loving the Lord, yet, if he 
repent, let him remember that "we have an 
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous," who "is the propitiation [satis-
faction] for our sins," "who also maketh 
intercession for us." "Who," then, "shall lay 
anything to the charge of God's elect? It is 
God that justifieth. Who is he that con-
demneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, 
that is risen again, who is even at the right 
hand of God, who also maketh intercession 
for us."—1 John 2:1,2; Rom. 8:33,34. 

Wherefore, the Apostle urges, "Seeing 
then that we have a great High Priest that is 
passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of 
God, let us hold fast our profession; for we 
have not a High Priest which cannot be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities, 
but was in all points tempted like as we are, 
yet without sin. Let us, therefore, come with 
confidence to the throne of grace, that we 
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in 
time of need."—Heb. 4:14-16. 

With such urgent and loving invitations 
let no child of God hesitate to come to him 
often or to tarry long in communion and 
fellowship with him. It is our privilege to 
enter into our closets and shut the doors and 

pray to our Father which seeth in secret, 
who will reward us openly. (Matt. 6:6.) And 
not only so, but he will go with us through 
all the business and hurry and commotion of 
the day; and at any instant in the midst of 
cares and perplexities we may turn our 
prayerful thoughts to him for wisdom, for 
strength and Christian fortitude, or for com-
fort and consolation for ourselves or oth-
ers. And though we hear no responding 
voice, if we are attentive to the course of his 
providence we will shortly see the shaping 
of events and circumstances for our good 
and the good of others in answer to such 
prayers. Beloved, have we not many a time 
proved this true?—in perplexities, in tribu-
lations, in afflictions, in persecutions, in 
bereavements, in temptations and trials?” 

 
R1906 "He that loveth me shall be loved of 
my Father, and I will love him and will 
manifest myself to him,...and we will come 
unto him, and make our abode with 
him." So in the midst of all the temptations 
and trials that beset us in our earthly pil-
grimage, while we walk by faith toward the 
blessed inheritance reserved for the over-
coming saints, we also may recognize the 
voice of our God, saying, "Fear not: I am 
thy shield, and thine exceeding great re-
ward."… 

"If God be for us, who can be against 
us?" or "Who shall lay any thing to the 
charge of God's elect?" Say in your heart as 
did Paul, "I am persuaded that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus."—
Rom. 8:31-39. 

Do hosts of foes oppose themselves—
place obstacles in your way, hinder your 
influence and seek to dishearten you by 
heaping upon you reproaches, and do cir-
cumstances seem to conspire against you to 
fill your heart with alarm and dread? say to 
your soul, "Fear not," "hope thou in God," 
and mark his loving providences as— 

"Through waves and clouds and storms, 
He gently clears thy way,"— 

until a blessed acquaintance with God 
through such experiences develops in the 
heart that perfect love that casteth out 
fear. Then shall you enter more and more 
fully into the blessed rest of faith, and like 
the eagle that soars above the storm cloud, 
live at such an altitude of Christian experi-
ence as to enable you to rejoice in the Lord 
always and in everything to give thanks. 

"Fear not, I am thy shield," saith Jeho-
vah. Then "Why art thou cast down, O my 

soul? and why art thou disquieted in me? 
Hope thou in God." He would not have one 
of his children live in an atmosphere of 
tormenting fear, but would have them happy 
and always rejoicing in the glorious liberty 
of the sons of God, free from all fear and 
corroding care by simply trusting in him, 
ever remembering the blessed promise—
"The Lord Jehovah is a sun and shield [to 
shine upon our pathway and into our hearts 
and to protect us from all the fiery darts of 
the wicked]: the Lord will give grace and 
glory; no good thing will he withhold from 
them that walk uprightly."—Psa. 42:5; 
84:11.  

"I am [also] thy exceeding great re-
ward." Notice, the promise is not put in the 
future tense, having reference to the prom-
ised glory of his people in the ages to come; 
but it is present, "I am," etc. Yes, the abid-
ing presence of God, manifested to the 
hearts of his people now, even to-day, in the 
midst of its cares, its vexations, its labors, 
its trials of faith, patience and endurance, 
this is the blessed present privilege of all his 
saints. And not only the presence of God, 
but also of his dear Son, our Lord and Sav-
ior, is also vouchsafed to us so long as we 
faithfully maintain our covenant relations 
with him. 

Should the child of God, the heir of 
glory, the inheritor of all the exceeding 
great and precious promises, and the present 
companion of Divinity itself which conde-
scends to our low estate, ever feel desolate 
or forsaken or alone? or fear that his love 
will ever forsake or leave him to be tossed 
helplessly upon the billows of misfortune at 
the mercy of the prince of this world who 
now worketh in the hearts of the children of 
disobedience? Ah, no! Greater is he that is 
for us than all they that can be against 
us. We are not alone in the world; for we 
have the blessed promise, "I will never 
leave thee nor forsake thee." (Heb. 13:5.) 
Nor is the smallest interest of ours over-
looked.—Matt. 10:29-31. 

How truly "exceeding great" is this 
present "reward" of the faithful saints who 
are daily and hourly walking with God—
going about the Father's business, spreading 
abroad the honor of his name, meekly bear-
ing the reproaches of Christ, enduring hard-
ness as good soldiers in his service and 
taking up their cross daily and following in 
the Master's footprints. Truly we can say to 
the world, as did our Lord, "I have meat to 
eat that ye know not of." The world cannot 
comprehend our joy, nor know the sweets of 
this fellowship with God and with his dear 
Son; for "The secret of the Lord is [only] 
with them that fear him."—Psa. 25:14.” 

------------------------------ 
R1789 (From Harvest Truth Database V5.0) 

REVIEW 

Golden Text--"Take my yoke upon you and learn of me."-- Matt. 11:29. 
 

We trust that all our readers who have been studiously pursuing 
the lessons of this quarter have indeed taken upon them the yoke of 
Christ, and that they have been learning of him, not only in an intel-
lectual way, but also through the medium of the heart. Not until we 
have taken the Lord into our daily life as our living, personal com-
panion and confidential friend and counselor and comforter and 
guide, as well as our Redeemer and Lord, can we fully learn of him 
those precious lessons which give to his disciples a joy which the 
world can neither give nor take away.  

{1}May this intimate communion and fellowship with Christ 

 
{1} June 1 Manna, John 14:21 

impart to us each more and more of his own spirit, so that the world 
may take knowledge of us, as they have of others (Acts 4:13), that 
we have been with Jesus; and let the prayer of each be,  

 
"Lord Jesus, make thyself to me 

A living, bright reality! 
More real to faith's vision keen, 
Than any earthly object seen; 

More dear, more intimately nigh, 
Than e'en the sweetest earthly tie." 




