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We shall not find any occasion against 

this Daniel, except we find it against him 
concerning the law of his God. Daniel 6:5  

ALL are not leading spirits, as was 
Daniel, nor are all given to visions and 

revelations and interpretations, as was he; 
but all will have the same spirit of devotion 
to principles of righteousness, which 
devotion will be tested under divine 
providence, step by step, through the narrow 
way, as they seek to walk in the footsteps of 

Him who set us an example--our Daniel, our 
Leader, our Lord Jesus. Let all, then, who 
have named the name of Christ depart from 
iniquity; let all such be faithful: "Dare to be 
a Daniel." Z.'99-167 R2494:4  

------------------------------ 
DANIEL 6:5  

DANIEL’S DEVOTION 
 
R3638 “Not successful in detecting wrong 
doing in Daniel his associates took the 
opposite turn and concluded to entrap him 
in his well doing. They had learned of his 
strength of character, and rightly concluded 
that he would not swerve from the course 
his conscience approved—and their plans 
were laid accordingly.” 

R4875 “A man like Daniel, in so important 
a place as that which he occupied as one of 
the three presidents or supervisors of a great 
empire, was sure to be in the way of 
grafters—a hinderer of their schemes. 
Realizing that he could not be deposed, the 
first step was to find some fault with him 
which would secure his removal; but the 
man's integrity and uprightness in general 
gave no hope in this direction. 

Finally a scheme was concerted. They 

knew that Daniel's religion lay at the 
foundation of his entire course in life. They 
must involve him along the line of his 
devotion to his God or not at all… 

Oh, that every Christian could and 
would live as high above the world's 
standards as did Daniel, so that their 
enemies might see clearly that they have no 
ground for charges except those to their 
credit; that their God whom they serve is 
indeed the true God.”  

------------------------------ 

R2492 (From Harvest Truth Database V5.0 2006) 

DANIEL IN BABYLON 
JULY 9.--DANIEL 1:8-21  

"Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself."  
 

DANIEL is set before us in the Scriptures as one whom the 
Lord loved. His standing with the Almighty is strikingly presented 
through the Prophet Ezekiel, where the Lord, speaking of the 
sureness of his judgments about to come upon the land of Judah, 
said, "Tho these three men, Noah, Daniel and Job, were in it, they 
should deliver but their own souls by their righteousness." (Ezek. 
14:14.) These words were spoken by Ezekiel shortly before the 
desolation of Jerusalem, while Daniel was in Babylon, where he had 
risen to a position of great prominence; and his fame no doubt had 
reached his home.  

Daniel was carried captive with Jehoiachim, king of Judah, and 
many of the nobility of the land of Israel, eighteen years before the 
final captivity in the days of Zedekiah, when the land was left 
desolate without an inhabitant, and the seventy years of desolation 
began. Daniel was fourteen years old when carried captive to 
Babylon, and consequently lived to the extreme age of over one 
hundred years.--Dan. 1:21.  

The Book of Daniel is one of those against which the "higher 
critics" expend special energy, some being inclined to call it a 
fiction, while others declare it to be a history of the period of 
Antiochus Epiphanes (over three hundred years after Daniel's death) 
and that it was written by some unknown writer who attached 
Daniel's name as a disguise. Modern science and the higher critics 
are very much opposed to anything in the nature of positive 
prophecy--anything claiming to be of direct divine inspiration, and 
in any sense of the word attempting to foretell the future. The Book 
of Daniel is preeminently marked with these characteristics, and 
hence it, more than any other book of the Old Testament, has the 
reprobation of these gentlemen. But the Lord forewarned us, through 
the Apostle and the Prophet, of these wise men, whose wisdom 
would become a trap and a snare unto them, so that "the wisdom of 
their wise men shall perish, and the understanding of their prudent 
men shall be hid [obscured]."--Isa. 29:14; 1 Cor. 1:26-29.  

Our Lord also pointed out that these things are hidden from the 
wise and prudent and revealed unto babes --made clear to those who 
make no boast of wisdom according to the course of this world. 
(Matt. 11:25.) How true to facts we find this to be! While many of 
the great and learned are stumbling themselves into higher criticism 
and other forms of infidelity, the Lord's "little ones," meek, humble, 
teachable from the Father's Word, are being instructed, and are 
growing in grace and in the knowledge of the truth.  

To those who have clearly in mind the presentations and 
interpretations of Daniel's prophecies as presented in MILLENNIAL 
DAWN, VOLS. I., II. and III., there is no need for elaborate 
arguments to prove that this wonderful Book of Daniel is not a 
fiction, but more wonderful by far than any fiction that could have 
been written. And to them it will be useless to declare it a history of 
events which transpired 167 B.C. and falsely set forth as a prophecy 
by Daniel; for they see fulfilments, past, present and to come, far 
larger and grander and more wonderful than anything which 
occurred at the date named--they see in these fulfilments 
unmistakable evidence of superhuman intelligence, and that, as 
Daniel declared, the most high God therein revealed the secrets of 
his plan still future.  

Our lesson proper finds Daniel with others of the Jewish 
captives in Babylon, where, according to custom, the king had made 

choice of a number of the most promising of the captive youths to 
pass a three-years' course of education in the sciences, Babylon 
being at this time the center of learning. The object in this was no 
doubt two-fold: the Babylonian monarch thus attempted to associate 
with his empire the learning and skill of the world, and to promote a 
friendly feeling as between Babylon and the various countries over 
which it held sway, that foreign nations might feel the greater 
interest in Babylon as the center of the world-empire, and be the 
more contented with the laws and regulations which proceeded 
therefrom, knowing that some of their own nation stood before the 
king as his counsellors or secretaries--magicians, astrologers and 
wise men, as they were then called.  

The choice of the four young Israelites was no doubt a subject 
of divine providence, and from their names we may infer that they 
were all children of religious parents, the compounds of their names 
so signifying, as follows: Daniel, "God is my Judge;" Hananiah, 
"God is gracious;" Mishael, "This is as God;" Azariah, "God is a 
helper." Thus did the Lord, overthrowing a nation for its 
wickedness, make special provision, even in its captivity, for those 
of that nation who were faithful to him. In choosing these four Jews 
for the Babylonian college course the prince of the eunuchs, 
according to custom, gave them new names, to break their identity 
with their native homes and to establish an identity with the 
kingdom of Babylon; hence he named them Belteshazzar, Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abed-nego.  

From the first Daniel seems to have been the specially favored 
of these favored four--he was favored of the Lord in that, while all 
four were specially blessed, his portion included visions and 
revelations; he was specially favored by the prince of the eunuchs 
who had these youths in charge, as we read, "Now God had brought 
Daniel into favor and tender love with the prince of the eunuchs" 
(vs. 9). We are not to understand that this favor both with God and 
man was something wholly outside of Daniel himself; on the 
contrary, it is proper for us to infer that by birth (heredity) and by 
natural training of godly parents Daniel had a noble, amiable, 
winsome character, which not only prepared him the better to be the 
Lord's mouthpiece, but which also made him moderate, discreet and 
amiable toward all with whom he had to do.  

What a lesson is here, not only for young people, but also for 
parents! How necessary it is that those who seek divine service shall 
endeavor to attain to characteristics pleasing to God! And if any find 
themselves wholly without friends, how proper it is that they should 
suspect that some measure of the fault lies in themselves; and how 
proper it would be that all such should seek to cultivate amiability 
and suavity at the expense of everything except principle! Only 
Ishmael was to have the experience of every man's hand against 
him, and his hand against every man, and those who have Ishmael's 
experience have need to fear that they have Ishmael's disposition, 
and should forthwith diligently seek grace at the throne of mercy 
whereby to overcome ungainly qualities and idiosyncrasies.  

{1}It is only when we are hated because of our loyalty to the 
truth (directly or indirectly) that we are to take satisfaction therein, 
or to think that we are suffering for righteousness' sake. As the 

 
{1} 1/2 Jul. 28 Manna, 1Pet. 3:14 



Apostle points out, some suffer as evil-doers and as busy-bodies in 
other men's matters, or because of ungentleness, uncouthness, or 
lack of the wisdom of moderation, which the Lord's Word counsels. 
(1 Pet. 4:15; Phil. 4:5; Jas. 1:5.) We are not to forget, however, that 
rudeness, which is an element of selfishness, may be more quickly 
dispelled from the heart than from the life, and all should take 
encouragement from the thought that God, and his people who view 
matters from his standpoint, judge the sons of God not according to 
the flesh, but according to the spirit or intention of their minds, their 
hearts, and have patience with the weaknesses of the flesh, where 
there are evidences that the new mind is endeavoring to bring the 
flesh under its control.  

Of these four Jewish companions, Daniel seems from the first 
to have been leader, and his leading seems to have been in the right 
direction. In a new land, under new conditions, a shallow character 
would be likely to be thoroughly spoiled. First, the fact of being 
chosen, even in the probationary sense, to be of the king's council 
was certainly a great honor; and the tendency to a shallow mind 
would have been toward vanity, bombast, pride, haughtiness, etc., 
qualities which would have hindered real progress in the school, and 
thus would have made him less likely to be the king's ultimate 
choice as counsellor: but still more important, it would have 
separated between him and God, for God resisteth the proud and 
showeth his favor to the humble.--1 Pet. 5:5.  

Daniel might have said to himself, as some would have said,--I 
am now far from the land of Israel; I am identified with the 
Babylonish court, and I therefore may profitably forget and neglect 
the laws of God, and consider them as having been applicable to me 
only in my own country, and that here, far from the land of promise, 
I may do in all particulars as the better Babylonians do. But, on the 
contrary, Daniel very wisely resolved in his heart that, since his 
nation had been cut off from the Land of Promise because of 
disobedience to God, he would be ever careful to do those things 
which would be pleasing to the Almighty: and, as we shall see, he 
soon found a place for his new resolutions.  

The portion of food provided for these college students by the 
king's command was good--far better, probably, than they had been 
used to previously;--nor was Daniel's mental objection to it 
instigated by self-denial, but wholly by religious duty. The 
Israelites, under their Law Covenant, were forbidden to eat certain 
articles of food in common use amongst other nations, for instance, 
swine's flesh, rabbit flesh, eels, oysters, etc., and indeed all flesh that 
was not killed by being allowed to bleed to death: for the Law 
specially forbade the use of blood under any circumstances or 
conditions. The food of the king's household was not prepared along 
these lines, and the young Hebrew perceived that he could not hope 
for any change in these respects, and he was too wise to even find 
fault with them. He saw rightly enough that the divine Law that was 
upon him as a Jew did not apply to Gentiles, and he made no efforts 
to interfere with the general arrangements.  

Daniel's request, therefore, was a very simple one, viz., that he 
be permitted to have a very plain and inexpensive diet, called 
"pulse," which no doubt was prepared as a part of the general 
household meal. If the request could be granted, no one would be 
specially inconvenienced, and yet Daniel would thus preserve 
himself from "defilement" under the terms of the Jewish Law. It 
would appear that Daniel's companions, influenced by his decision, 
joined with him in this request. The prince of the eunuchs, while 
desirous of favoring Daniel, feared his own position if, as he 
surmised, this simple diet would prove insufficient for the boys, and 
lead to a breakdown of their health during the period of study. But 
finally it was arranged with the melzar (or butler) that the matter of 
diet should be tested for ten days.  

Here Daniel's faith in God showed itself. He was confident that, 
even tho such a diet might not be the most desirable in every 
respect, yet, inasmuch as it was the only course open to them 
whereby they could preserve themselves from violation of the divine 
Law, therefore God would specially supervene to the extent 
necessary, and in this, it seems, he was not disappointed. There is a 
lesson for all of the Lord's people here. {2}It is our duty not only to 
study the Lord's will, but also to consider well the circumstances and 
the conditions which surround us, and to seek to adopt such a 
moderate course in life as would first of all have divine approval, 
and secondly, cause as little trouble, inconvenience and displeasure 
to others as possible, and then to confidently rely upon the Lord's 
supervising wisdom and providence.  

When we read, "As for these four youths, God gave them 

 
{2} 1/2 Jul. 28 Manna 

knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom; and Daniel had 
understanding in all visions and dreams," we are not to understand 
that this skill and learning was wholly miraculous, like the 
understanding in visions and dreams, which was to Daniel only. 
Rather, we are to judge that under what we might term natural laws 
four boys who had enough character to undertake such a course of 
self-denial for righteousness' sake would have also courage and 
strength of character in respect to all their affairs and studies. We are 
to surmise that their determination in this matter of their food, that 
they would rather deny themselves than violate God's Law, would 
mean to them a mental and moral discipline which would be helpful 
in all the affairs of life.  

And there is a lesson in this for every Christian. Many are 
inclined to think of the little things of life as being unimportant, but 
everyone who attains to any proficiency in any department of life 
surely learns that his attainments were in considerable degree the 
result of determined will-power, and that it is well-nigh impossible 
to be strong in will-power in respect to important things if lax and 
pliable in respect to things in general, even tho less important. Habit 
is a wonderful power, either for good or evil, and the boy or girl, the 
man or woman, who has not learned self-control in respect to little 
things, indeed all things, cannot expect to be able to exercise self-
control upon the greatest and most important affairs merely.  

In other words, applying this matter to Christians, we might say 
that he who wants to be an "overcomer" at all, must make the 
attempt all along the line on every point, great or small, where 
conscience and principle call for it. It is he who is faithful in things 
that are least who may be expected to be found faithful also in things 
that are greater: and this evidently is the Lord's view of this matter. 
From the Lord's standpoint, all of the affairs of this present life are 
little in comparison with the future things. Hence he is calling for 
"overcomers" whose general faithfulness to principle, even in small 
things, will give evidence of the disposition, the character, to which 
may be entrusted the great responsibilities of the Kingdom glory, 
honor and immortality. --Luke 16:10; Matt. 25:23.  

At the end of the three years' college course, when Daniel was 
seventeen, came the examination before the king, and as should 
have been expected, Daniel and his companions, faithful to the Lord, 
seeking first his will, were found to be far in advance of their 
companions, and were accepted to the king's council. We might 
draw a lesson here, without in any sense of the word intimating that 
it was typified, for we do not so think. We might say that there is a 
certain correspondence as between the position of Daniel and his 
associates and the position occupied by all those who have been 
called of the Father to joint-heirship in the Kingdom, with Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Not all who are called, nor all who undertake the 
course of training, have the promise of acceptance: on the contrary, 
many are called, few will be chosen. But the character of those who 
will be chosen in many respects corresponds to that of Daniel and 
his companions. {3}All are not leading spirits, as was Daniel, nor are 
all given to visions and revelations and interpretations, as was he; 
but all will have the same spirit of devotion to principles of 
righteousness, which devotion will be tested under divine 
providence, step by step, through the narrow way, as they seek to 
walk in the footsteps of him who set us an example-- our Daniel, our 
Leader, our Lord Jesus. Let all, then, who have named the name of 
Christ, depart from iniquity, let all such be faithful: "Dare to be a 
Daniel."  

Another thought is that clean spiritual provender is important to 
the Lord's flock, and that those who have come to a knowledge of 
the truth should abstain from all food that is defiled. If this shall 
seem to restrict the bill of spiritual fare, and the opportunities for 
mingling with the Babylonians at their table, it will have its 
compensating advantages nevertheless, for the Lord will bless to the 
spiritual good of his faithful ones even the plainest of spiritual 
blessings and opportunities. Let a test be made, after the manner of 
Daniel and his companions, and see whether or not those who feed 
upon the clean provender of the Lord's Word, and who reject the 
more sumptuous arrangement and defiled food of Babylon will not 
be fairer of countenance spiritually, even after a short test. But let us 
not suppose that anything would be gained by simply abstaining 
from the Babylonian portion and starving themselves spiritually. 
Whoever abstains from the popular and defiled supply must seek 
and use the simple and undefiled food which the Lord in his 
providence supplies, otherwise their last state of spiritual starvation 
will be worse than the first. 

 
{3} Jul. 27 Manna, Dan. 6:5 



------------------------------ 

R2501 (From Harvest Truth Database V5.0 2006) 

DANIEL IN THE DEN OF LIONS 
JULY 30.--DAN. 6:10-23 

"The Lord is thy keeper."--Psa. 121:5 
 
NOTHING gives us a higher opinion of the kings of ancient 

times, their willingness to recognize character and merit wherever it 
might be found, than does the record furnished in the Book of 
Daniel. If we were surprised at Nebuchadnezzar's impartial 
treatment of his captives, in the selection of Daniel and his 
companions, and their education and advancement in the kingdom; 
if we were surprised that the king so greatly honored Daniel for the 
interpretation of a dream; if we were surprised that, when convinced 
that Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego were servants of the true 
God, Nebuchanezzar gave them still higher positions in the empire; 
and if we were surprised that Belshazzar took no offence at Daniel's 
interpretation of the writing on the wall, but highly honored and 
rewarded him for his faithful, plain, outspoken words, --we are still 
more surprised to find that King Darius of the Medes and Persians, 
so far from destroying all the rulers of Babylon, including Daniel, 
apparently spared all except the king alive, and gave Daniel a very 
high position in the empire. We may reasonably assume that, altho 
God's providence was in the matter of Daniel's preferment, 
nevertheless there was some creditable generosity in those heathen 
kings, as well as some natural ability and good quality manifested 
by the Prophet Daniel.  

As one of the three presidents of the empire, and having charge 
over a hundred and twenty of its provinces, Daniel stood in the way 
of many who sought office, and, as a man of unimpeachable 
character, no doubt he stood in the way of many schemes for the 
plundering of the treasury; for such public plundering and 
dishonesty, said to be very general throughout Eastern countries to-
day, was probably so then to a large extent. For these selfish 
reasons, Daniel was sure to have a host of secret enemies, who 
sought his downfall. From the narrative we might suppose that these 
enemies, many of whom would be prominent in official life, had 
watched in vain to find any real cause of complaint, and that they 
finally concluded that, if fault would be found at all, it must be on 
account of his religion.  

How this reminds us of the Apostle's testimony, "All that will 
live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution," and again, our 
Lord's words, "If ye were of the world, the world would love his 
own, but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out 
of the world, therefore the world hateth you!" (2 Tim. 3:12; John 
15:19.) Even where there are no selfish motives to impel the 
persecution, there is ever present the distinction between "light" and 
"darkness:" and the fact noticed by all is mentioned by our Lord,--
that all who are themselves of the darkness hate the light and all who 
walk in the light. (John 3:19-21.) Some one has truly said, 
"Whosoever does well and is faithful and true, while others are 
dishonest and false, must expect to be opposed and hated. Every 
effort will be made to injure his character, to drag him into the mire, 
and to make it appear that he is no better than those who assail him. 
Envy is sharper than a serpent's tooth, and deadlier than the poison 
of asps."  

Shakespeare has truly said:--  
"Be thou as chaste as ice, as pure as snow, 

Thou shalt not escape calumny." 
"That thou art blamed shall not be thy defect; 

For slander's mark was ever yet the fair; 
So thou be good, slander doth yet approve 

Thy worth the greater." 
Sometimes we speak of the snares that are laid for the feet of 

God's servants as fixed by Satan, their great Adversary, and this may 
be so, at least by supervision, and yet apparently there are some so 
fully imbued with the spirit of their "father, the devil," that his 
nefarious schemes and plots seem to come quite naturally to them. 
And thus it was with Daniel's enemies, who sought his ruin. Very 
skilfully they counseled with the king respecting the necessity that 
the people should recognize him as a god, and urged this as essential 
to the enforcement of obedience to the king's commands amongst 
his new subjects. The theory of the empire was that the king's person 
was specially possessed by Ormuzd, the deity of the empire, that his 
word was therefore representatively the word of that god, and that 
therefore all of his decrees were infallible and inviolable, even by 
himself. Taking advantage of this law of the Medes and Persians, 
that no decree could be altered or abrogated, these plotters 
succeeded in having the king set apart thirty days in which it should 

be a crime to offer a petition or worship to any other person or god 
save to Darius himself.  

We are not to suppose that the king had so false an idea of his 
own personal consequence, nor that these his officers entertained the 
view that he was an infallible god: rather, it was a matter which they 
suggested as a piece of statecraft, a fraud upon the people, justified, 
in their perverted judgments, by the greater peace and security from 
the prevalence of such a superstitious reverence for the king and his 
laws. The false reasoning was of the Jesuitical sort, which says, An 
evil or a falsehood is justified if beneficial results are hoped for;--the 
same false principle which operates in the minds of many intelligent 
preachers who, while thoroughly disbelieving in the doctrine of 
eternal torment themselves, countenance and encourage, or at least 
do not discourage, a belief in the falsehood on the part of their 
hearers; hoping that the prevalent superstition on the subject may 
prove a restraint upon the masses.  

Having obtained the king's signature to the new law, the 
conspirators exulted in the thought that Daniel at last was in their 
grasp, and already practically destroyed. They seem to have known 
the man's character so well as not to doubt that he would be faithful 
to his religious convictions, and thus furnish them all the 
opportunity desired for his apprehension. And it was so. After the 
matter was proclaimed as law, as having had the king's signet, 
Daniel worshiped as before, kneeling three times a day before the 
Lord in prayer, thanksgiving and supplication--with his windows 
open toward Jerusalem, his expectations bright with hope in the 
Lord's promises, and especially with the thought that now the 
seventy years of Jerusalem's desolation were about fulfilled, and that 
very soon Cyrus, according to the prophecy, would become king, 
and send back the covenanted people to the land of promise.  

We are not informed why Daniel had adopted a habit of private 
worship in so public a manner as to be generally known to the 
people--a manner so different from that which the Lord commended 
to the household of faith of this Gospel age, saying, "When thou 
prayest, enter into thy closet [secret apartment], and when thou hast 
shut thy door, pray to the Father which is in secret." (Matt. 6:6.) 
Quite probably the custom of Babylon was such as to make Daniel's 
more open course the reasonable and proper one. Possibly all 
worship was more or less public or visible, and for Daniel to have 
worshiped in secret might have been misunderstood to mean that he 
did not worship at all; while to worship as he did, not before an idol, 
but with his face toward Jerusalem, the typical city of God, the great 
King, and its Temple, the typical habitation of God, the great King, 
would be his standing confession of God before the various 
nationalities of Babylon, including his own people, the Jews, who 
would need just such an illustration of faithfulness to the true God 
and separation from idolatry.  

Daniel was not satisfied to merely close his eyes in prayer after 
he had retired to rest, as do many people living under the greater 
light of this Gospel age, and under greater privileges and 
opportunities and grander promises. He had a great God who was 
worthy of reverence and worship, and he was great enough as a man 
to appreciate that it was a privilege to have intercourse and 
fellowship with his Creator. He was not only not ashamed to bow 
the knee to the Almighty, but was unwilling to assume a less humble 
position before God than he and others assumed toward earthly 
kings. Our judgment is that it is impossible for any Christian to 
maintain a proper consistent walk in life, and to build up such a 
character and faith structure as are represented by the Apostle as 
composed of "gold, silver and precious stones," without prayer;--
more than this, without regularity in prayer;--we would almost be 
inclined to say, without kneeling in prayer: and we believe that the 
experiences and testimonies of the truest and best of the Lord's 
people who have ever lived will corroborate this.  

One of the points of the Adversary's attack, surest to have a 
baneful influence, is along this line. When the Lord's people become 
overcharged with the cares of this life, instead of realizing their 
danger and seeking the help of the Lord to order the affairs of life 
differently, the suggestion comes that they are too weary to pray, or 
that another time will be more favorable: or perhaps they are so fully 
engrossed that reverence and acknowledgment to the Lord, from 
whom cometh every good and perfect gift, is entirely forgotten: or 
perhaps sin lieth at the door, and they seek not to think of the Lord, 
and therefore avoid the throne of grace: or perhaps coldness has 



come in from some other cause, and the Lord seems afar off, and 
prayer becomes a mere formality and is by and by abandoned. The 
child of God who is in a proper condition of heart-harmony will 
desire to commune with his Creator,--not only to hear his Word, but 
also to offer thanksgiving and worship; as surely as he will desire 
natural food and drink for the sustenance of his natural body. 
Whoever has not this experience should seek it; and, according to 
our Lord's promise, he that seeketh findeth, and to him that knocketh 
it shall be opened.  

According to a preconcerted arrangement, the conspirators 
assembled themselves at the proper time to be witnesses of Daniel's 
devotion to the true God, and then proceeded to the king to 
announce that the first one to disobey his decree, and therefore to 
come under its punishment, was the aged, honored and trusted 
President of a hundred and twenty provinces of the empire, Daniel. 
The king was sorely displeased with himself: evidently he had not 
thought of Daniel, and of the possibility of such results following his 
decree. He had been advised to make it, it had seemed to flatter him, 
he had yielded to the urgent representations of the supposedly well-
intentioned and wise men; and now he discerned that he had been 
deliberately led into a trap for the very purpose of destroying his 
most valued counselor, of whom, evidently, he had not thought to 
ask advice before signing the decree.  

The king sought every possible way to make void the decree or 
to excuse Daniel from its penalty; but the conspirators were close at 
hand with arguments to prove that such a course would be contrary 
to the usages of the nation, would mean the undermining of the 
authority of the king and the loss of confidence in his decrees by the 
people; and he found no escape from his dilemma: his counselors 
even seemed to threaten the stability of his throne themselves, 
assuring him that "no decree may be changed." Finally the king 
commanded that Daniel be brought and cast into the den of lions; 
expressing to Daniel, however, the hope, "May thy God, whom thou 
servest continually, deliver thee." The exemplary conduct of Daniel, 
previously and at this time, had its effect upon the king, as expressed 
by the word, "continually." He had confidence that God was with 
Daniel, and that the God whom Daniel so sincerely worshiped and 
so intelligently trusted, must be more powerful than all other gods. 
Such should be the lesson of every Christian life, one which would 
testify not only to his own character and faithfulness to God, but one 
also which would testify to the good character and faithfulness of 
the God whom he worships.  

The conspirators were bent on having matters thoroughly 
accomplished, and hence the stone (which covered the den and was 
probably fastened to its place with an iron bar) was doubly sealed 
with wax, to prove that it was not tampered with--one seal was the 
king's the other that of the lords of the empire, who were amongst 
the conspirators, so that there might be no subsequent alteration of 
the conditions or delivery of Daniel during the night. If the lions 
were not very hungry at the moment Daniel was first cast in, it was 
reckoned that they would certainly become so before morning. How 
the hearts of these evil men longed for the death of a good man, who 
had done them no injury--except as his life may have been a living 
epistle, contradictory to theirs, or as he may have thwarted some of 
their efforts to do evil!  

It is very much to the king's honor that we read that he was so 
troubled in mind that he could not sleep, but spent the night fasting, 
and very early in the morning made haste to the den to see whether 
or not Daniel's God had delivered him. So amongst the friends and 
neighbors of a true Christian are some who know and appreciate 
God only as they know and appreciate the Christian character.  

The king's words, as he approached the den, were a wonderful 
tribute to Daniel's faithfulness as a servant of God. "Is thy God 
whom thou servest continually able to deliver thee from the lions?" 
The king here associated, and that properly, Daniel's faithful service 
to God with his hope respecting God's faithfulness to Daniel. And 
this reminds us of the words of the Apostle (1 John 3:22), "And 
whatsoever we ask we receive of him, because we keep his 
commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight."--
Compare John 8:29.  

The heart of Darius was glad as he heard Daniel's voice 
saluting him, assuring him of his safety; and he at once caused him 
to be delivered from the den. Daniel expressed one reason for the 
Lord's deliverance, in the words, "Before him innocency was found 
in me--as also before thee, O king, have I done no hurt." We note the 
fact that haughtiness and bravado are wholly lacking in the prophet's 
announcement of the great favor of God manifested on his behalf. 
There is a lesson here which many of the Lord's people need to 
learn; namely, that, having done their part, they are not to boast of it, 
nor to parade their sanctity, nor to speak exultingly of the results, as 

tho they were of their own achievement, but are simply, like Daniel, 
to give the glory to God.  

The expression, "God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the 
lions' mouths," need not be understood literally to signify that an 
angel was personally present and literally prevented the lions from 
opening their mouths; for tho such a course would be entirely 
possible, we are to understand the term, angel, in a general way to 
signify any power or agency which God might employ, and the 
expression, "shutting of the lions' mouths," would simply signify 
that they had been restrained from doing violence to Daniel. Nor 
would we question that an angel of the Lord could have been with 
Daniel, and kept him company in the den, if such were the will of 
God; but the presence or absence of an angel was not essential to the 
divine protection granted.  

Not many of the Lord's people are cast into dens of literal lions, 
and yet at times quite a good many of them have had experiences 
which strongly resemble this--as for instance, the Apostle Paul, in 
recounting his experiences, mentions perils of waters, perils of 
robbers, perils by his own countrymen, perils by the heathen, perils 
in the city, perils in the wilderness, perils in the sea, and caps the 
climax in the specification of "perils amongst false brethren." (2 
Cor. 11:26.) It is possible for human mouths to do us more harm 
than the mouths of brute beasts; the Apostle James points this out 
when he says: "Behold, how small a fire enkindles a great forest! 
And the tongue is a fire in the world of unrighteousness. The tongue 
is established among our members as the one which defiles the 
whole body and sets on fire the course of life, and it is enkindled of 
Gehenna; for every species, both of wild beasts and of birds and of 
reptiles and of sea-creatures, is tamable and has been tamed by the 
human race; but the tongue of men no man is able to subdue. It is an 
irrestrainable evil, full of death-producing poison."--James 3:6-8.  

As God's providence was over Daniel, permitting him to come 
under the power of natural wild beasts, and making this a test of his 
fidelity to God and to principles of righteousness, so the Lord's 
providence sometimes permits his faithful ones to be exposed to the 
venom and malice and hate and misrepresentation and slander of 
human tongues, far more vicious and far more terrible every way 
than the wild beasts of the jungle, which can harm but for a moment. 
Nevertheless, as the Lord was able to deliver Daniel, he is not less 
able to send his angel (his providences) to shut the mouths of those 
who would do injury to his people. They may gnash upon them with 
their teeth, as the lions may have been permitted to do to Daniel, to 
test his faith in the Lord; yet we are to remember that all things are 
subject to him with whom we have to do, and whose service we 
have entered through vows of consecration.  

In some instances it may please the Lord to grant a wonderful 
deliverance, as in the case of Daniel, while in other instances the 
providential dealings may result otherwise, as for instance in 
Stephen's case: his plain but kind statement of the truth to his Jewish 
brethren "cut them to the heart," and "they gnashed on him with 
their teeth, and cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears, 
and ran upon him with one accord and cast him out of the city, and 
stoned him....And he kneeled down and cried with a loud voice, 
Lord, lay not this sin to their charge." But even in such a case the 
victory was with the Lord's servant, of whom we read, "But he, 
being full of the holy spirit, looked up steadfastly into heaven, and 
saw the glory of God." And the record further is that Stephen, in the 
midst of such persecution, had the peace of God which passeth all 
understanding, to such an extent that his face was "as the face of an 
angel"--serene, calm, unperturbed. --Acts 6:15; 7:54-60.  

The Scriptural record is that after Daniel's deliverance King 
Darius caused all the conspirators to be cast into the den of lions, 
and that thus they were all destroyed. Josephus adds something from 
tradition, to the effect that, when Daniel was delivered the 
conspirators claimed that his preservation was due to the fact that 
some one had fed the lions before he was cast into the den, and that 
the king undertook to demonstrate the matter by having the lions 
liberally fed, and then casting into the den those who had conspired 
against Daniel, who were speedily devoured.  

This reminds us of how Haman was hanged upon the very 
gallows he had prepared for Mordecai. The Psalmist seems to speak 
of it as a principle associated with the divine government, that those 
who dig pits for others are likely to fall therein themselves. (Psa. 
7:15,16; 9:15,16.) And who has not observed that those who gnash 
upon others with the tongue of scandal and falsehood, envy and 
malice, are likely in the end to be injured by the very falsehood and 
bitter words wherewith they seek to injure others? There is a law of 
retribution at work, in accordance with which a recompense of evil 
is dealt out to all evil-doers, either in the present life or in the life to 
come. 
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